
January 2007 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE 

OAKLAND ART ASSOCIATION 

Jack London show 2 

Michele Manning 2 

Jim Coy donates his Art 2 

Norma Kraus RIP 3 

News and Notes 3 

MTC catalog 4 

Chamber Show Rules 5 

Inside this issue: 

Did everyone notice the 
date of our founding in 
the front of our Year-
book?   Yes - 1957 !!!! I 
wonder how many - or if 
any - of our charter 
members are still active 
members. They will be 
honored at our spring 
luncheon in April.  

Our founding fathers 
would have been proud 
of the way the take-in 
for the MTC show was 
handled on January 
5.The co-chairs had un-

expected problems  - 
pneumonia for Nancy 
Sears and a broken 
wrist for ELizabeth 
Kaveler - However, 
due to their careful 
preplanning - others 
were willing and able 
to step in at the last 
minute, and the take-
in ran as  
smoothly as we have 
come to expect.. Spe-
cial thanks go to Stan 
and Naomi Cohen, 
and happily the co-

chairs are recovering 
nicely. My hope for the 
new - birthday -  year. is a 
continuation of this loyal  
support for OAA . We can 
each spread the word of 
this great organization by 
inviting fellow artists to 
join us and reap the  
benefits of our many jur-
ied shows and opportuni-
ties for individual  
shows throughout the 
area. 
Best wishes for the next 
50 years 

HAPPY 50th BIRTHDAY: by Pres. Bobbe Anderson 

Mark your Calendar: 
January 19, 2007 
March 16 
May 18 
July 20 
September 21 
November 30 
January 18, 2008 

These are the up-
coming dates for the 
Oakland Chamber 
shows. Dates are to 
pick up artwork from 
the prior show as 
well as enter work 
for the new show.  

January 18 MTC recep-
tion between 4:00 

pm and 6:00 pm. 
Metropolitan 
Transportation 
Commission 101 
Eighth Street, 
Oakland, Califor-
nia 94607.  

January 19 Oakland 
Chamber show 
take in. 

February 2 Board 
meeting at 3 P.M. 
in the Learning 
Center at the Oak-
land Museum of 
California. All 

members are encour-
aged to attend. 

February 14 The next 
Leonard Breger cri-
tique will be at the 
Kensington Recreation 
Center, 59 Arlington 
Ave. in Kensington 
from 11 AM until 1 
PM. The cost will be 
$5 for OAA members 
and $10 for non mem-
bers. Call Stan at 
(510) 533-3003 for 
details. 

March 30 pick up work at/
from the MTC show.  
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Entries needed for new Jack London Show 

Michele Manning to Judge Chamber Show 

Editors note: As an interesting 
aside, March 30, 2007 has been 
proclaimed “Michele Manning 
Day” within the City of Berkeley! 
Following are a few of her words 
taken from the website 
www.michelemanning..com . 
Please go to the website to see 
examples of Michele’s work. 

“As an impressionist, I’m fasci-
nated with the qualities of light 
and the way it glorifies objects. 
Even in landscapes, my work 

tends to be figurative as I play 
with the color in reflections and 
shadows of architecture, grape-
vines, fountains, etc. I prefer a 
character study to the long view. 
I search the Bay Area and 
France for images that excite 
me, taking my own reference 
photos and sometimes doing 
location studies. My trip to 
France in 2001 was especially 
inspiring. And I am now looking 
at San Francisco and the Bay 

 As reported last month in 
our lead story, Exhibits Coordi-
nator Joanie Murphy is working 
hard to line up a major new 
show for OAA members. As you 
may recall, the concept is to set 
up a show in the shop windows 
of vacant space at Jack London 
Square, with artwork consistent 
with the happenings in that part 
of town. Art for the show could 
for example depict Music, Enter-
tainment, Trains, Water, Boats 
or Ships, Food, Dining, or Flow-
ers. The show will be similar to a 

Joanie Murphy as soon as pos-
sible, as their next meeting is set 
for the last week of January. 
Email or mail by post your en-
tries to:  

“satellite show” in that it will not 
be judged, but all art must be for 
sale. The property management 
staff at Jack London Square will 
select the artwork to be shown, 
but will not require any fees or 
commissions on our sales. A 
new show will be hung every 4 
to 6 months. The property staff 
working with Joanie have called 
for entries for the first show. Se-
lection will be made from photo-
graphs of your artwork. Please 
submit photos of your work with 
overall size of each piece to 

Area with new eyes.  In my 
Berkeley studio I draw freehand 
in charcoal on colored paper 
and finish in soft pastel. The bril-
liant colors, texture and ease of 
application of this medium allow 
me to create a surface energy 
which captures the vibrancy of 
the City and nature. My goal is 
simply to express the beauty I 
see all around me in a direct 
and truthful manner and to enjoy 
the process.” 

Jim Coy donates six of his Moraga watercolor 
landscape paintings to the History Center  

Jim is an active member of the 
Oakland Art Association and of 
the Art Roundtable Association. 
Jim is a Past President of OAA 
as well as the Moraga Historical 
Society and was instrumental in 
the building of the new History 
Center addition to the library. 
The six donated paintings reflect 
the interest that he has in the 
Moraga Valley area.  Walnut Husking Shed 

James Coy 
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Notes and other news   

 During January, Tina Nel-
son will be showing her work at 
the Pacific Coffee Company lo-
cated at the corner of South 
Main and Newell in Walnut 
Creek. A reception will be held 
between 3 and 4:30 pm on Jan. 
28th. 

 The coordinator for our on-
going Oakland Chamber shows 
John Mallon, makes an excel-
lent point. The mission of the 
Chamber is to promote Oakland 
over other regional cities (San 
Francisco for example). Submis-
sion of work depicting recogniz-
able icons of those other cities is 
understandably not appropriate 
for Chamber shows. 

 C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 
Weichian Mai Singer and 
Rick Nelson for the sale of 
their Artwork at OAA shows dur-
ing the past month. 

 S. Newman will be showing 
at the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art Artists Gallery for 30 

days beginning March 14th. The 
Gallery is located at Fort Mason, 
call 415-441-4777 for more infor-
mation. Ms. Newman has kindly 
invited us all to the reception be-
tween 5:30 and 7:30 pm on March 
14th. 

 Please welcome Marie 
Licht OAA’s latest new mem-
ber. Marie studied Art at the 
University of Washington before 
coming to California and cur-
rently resides with her family in 
Walnut Creek. 

  The OAA board accepted a 
draft budget from Treasurer 
Stan Cohen during the Janu-
ary meeting. Although the 
$6200 budget was roughly bal-
anced, a good discussion was 
had concerning ways to save 
money and better ways to sup-
port the members with what 
money we have (such as the 
Berger Critique on February 14). 
If you have thoughts and ideas 
on the budget, please attend the 
next board meeting or contact 

President Bobbe Anderson 
(925) 938-3347 — bob-
be100@astound.net . 

 Please contact the editor 
as follows with any corrections 
and suggestions: 

 Rick Nelson 

 1584 Webb Lane 

 Walnut Creek  94595 

 rixin@aol.com 

 (925) 256-6849 

 Thanks to all the members 
who helped with this months 
newsletter, including: 

 Bobbe Anderson 

 Stan Cohen 

 Jim Coy 

 June Coy 

 Pat Dahlberg 

 John Mallon 

 Joanie Murphy 

 Tina Nelson 

Norma Kraus  Past OAA President 1912—2006  
 Norma Helen Zimmer-
man Kraus was born in Mont-
clair, Nebraska on April 12, 
1912. She was the daughter of 
William Zimmerman and Ella 
Eleanor (Nellie) Kinney. She 
graduated from Montclair High 
School and the Teacher’s Col-
lege in Lincoln Nebraska. When 
her father died, she moved with 
her mother and sister to Spo-
kane, Washington to join her 
brothers. There she met and 
married Arthur Paul Kraus in 
1938. They moved to California 
in 1940. 

 Norma was a well known 

acrylics painter in the Bay Area 
and a member and past Presi-
dent of the Oakland Art Associa-
tion. She died on December 13, 
2006 in Soquel California. She is 
survived by two children, four 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 

Editors note: OAA mem-
bers may recall that Norma and 
her family donated over thirty of 
her painting s to our association 
which sold quickly at auction last 
year. Our “comfortable” bank 
balance is largely the result of 
this generosity.  
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Membership is Clearly OAA’S highest priority 
 It is the old chicken and egg problem. The Oakland Art Association needs to grow its 
membership numbers of journeyman artists in order to have art available to promote existing 
and new high quality show venues (see page 2). It is also true that as individuals, we belong 
to the association for the opportunities to show our work, have it recognized and offer it for 
sale. Nothing will attract new members like highly visible shows. If you have any doubt about 
the quality of the work offered by OAA members, you need only visit the MTC show (up 
through March) to dispel the thought. As for opportunity to show, at this moment OAA is 
sponsoring three active juried shows, in addition to our five non juried Satellite shows.  Do the 
math, at this moment the “average” member is showing three pieces of art in OAA shows! 
You need to do your part in two ways: First and foremost, SEND IN YOUR CHECK & 
RENEWAL FORM (see page 6).  Secondly, you know the artists in the East Bay, and you 
need to solicit their involvement in OAA. The future of OAA depends on your initiative. -Editor 


