
 Weichian Mai 
Singer creates con-
ceptual renderings in 
ink and oil that com-
bine her backgrounds 
in architectural de-
sign, structural engi-
neering and fine art. 
 “I try to capture 
the existential mo-
ment of the unique 
structures that popu-
late our urban land-
scape. They reflect 
an aesthetic reality 
totally unique to their 
creators.” 
 Weichian emi-
grated from Canton, 
China in 1983. While 
in China, she taught 
drafting and design at 
the State Institute at 
the age of 24, barely 
the age of most of her 
students. 
 “After the cul-
tural revolution, I was 
able to apply my artis-

tic skills as the 
country began 
opening up and at-
tempted to utilize its 
human resources. I 
was selected for the 
architectural design 
program. I taught 
for a year at the col-
lege level after 
completing a two-
year credential pro-
gram at the state 
university.” 
 After arriving 
in Oakland, barely 
speaking English, 
Weichian studied 
for a year at the 
California College 
of Arts and Crafts. 
There she refined 
her illustrative tech-
niques and graphic 
arts skills. 
“I would just walk 
around with my 
sketchbook, at-
tempting to capture 

the incredible diver-
sity and beauty I saw 
all around me.” 
 Years later, 
after marrying a local 
real estate devel-
oper, she redesigned 
and helped her hus-
band rebuild their 
custom Oakland hills 
home that was de-
stroyed in the catas-
trophic 1991 fire-
storm. During that 
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Mark your Calendar: 
• November 17 
• January 19, 2007 

These are the upcoming 
dates for the Oakland 
Chamber of Commerce 
shows. Dates are to pick 
up artwork from the prior 
show as well as enter 
work for the new show.  

• October 19  Hosted re-
ception  for our EBMUD 
show, between 4:30 pm 
and 6:30 pm. Address: 
375 11th Street, Oakland 
(between Franklin and 
Webster) Several Parking 
Garages are available on 
Webster Street. 

• November 3 Board meet-
ing at 3 P.M. in the Learn-
ing Center at the Oakland 
Museum of California. All 
members are encouraged 
to attend. 

• November 8 The next 
Leonard Breger critique 
will be at the Kensington 
Recreation Center, 59 Ar-
lington Ave. in Kensington 
from 11 AM until 1 PM. 
The cost will be $5 for 

OAA members and $10 
for non members. Call 
Stan at (510) 533-3003 for 
details. 

• November 30 Pick up 
work at/from the EBMUD 
show 9 am to noon (375 
11th St., Oakland). 

• December 1 John Muir 
Hospital Show Take In at 
the Park Avenue Church 

10 am to noon. Margaret 
Mason and Bobbe Ander-
son Show Chairmen. 

• December 9 Date for the 
OAA Christmas Pot Luck 
lunch. Watch for details in 
the next issue. 

• January 5, 2007 MTC 
show Take In—Details to 
be announced. Nancy 
Sears and Elizabeth 
Kavaler Show Chairmen. 

ten years, Weichian is re-
establishing her artistic career 
with  local displays, while 
launching her own architec-
tural design firm, Magayan 
Drawing and Design. She has 
done work for architectural 
firms and realtors, creating 
unique renderings that bear 

her artistic “stamp.” 
Weichian’s works merge her 
incredible eye for detail and 
structure with a sweeping ar-
tistic flow. She employs the 
full range of artistic tools – 
rich tones of oil, color pencil 
and marker to the stark 
beauty of ink on paper. 

time, she displayed her paint-
ings and sketches in a one-
woman show at Oakland’s 
then-renowned Coffee Mill art 
gallery. The display reflected 
her fascination with Oakland’s 
landmark structures. 
 After raising her two 
young children for the past 
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SHOW BIZ: 

of Art University in San Fran-
cisco.  She currently teaches 
Portrait and Landscape Paint-
ing at Fort Mason Art Center 
(San Francisco City Col-
lege).  She is a popular juror 
and demonstrator in northern 
California.   
Electra trained at the Art Stu-
dent's League and the Na-
tional Academy of Design in 
New York, the Ecole Charpen-
tier in Paris, the University of 
Louisville, and San Francisco 
State University where she 
earned her B.A. and M.A. de-
grees.  Her instructors in-
cluded Burt Silverman, David 
Leffel, Harvey Dinnerstein, 
Ron Sherr, Jesse Corsaut, 

Jack Faragasso and Robert K. 
Semans. 
Electra is a Signature Member 
of the Society of Western Art-
ists and a Life Member of the 
Art Students League.  She has 
painted commissions for U. C. 
Berkeley, Stanford University, 
and the Pennsylvania State 
Senate.     
In 2000 Electra was chosen as 
artist of the year by KTEH-
TV.  A 30 minute TV documen-
tary on her life and work 
(Portrait of an Artist) was pro-
duced and aired by KTEH 
You learn more about Electra 
and view her work by visiting 
her website at: 
www.electralong.com. 

Mary Ellen Landes Judges EBMUD Show 

Electra Long is a prominent 
Bay Area painter specializing 
in plein air landscapes, por-
traits and still lifes in oil.  She 
has received many local and 
national awards and her paint-
ings are in many collec-
tions.      
Electra has taught drawing 
and painting at the Academy 

Education: California State University, Hayward—Early Childhood Life Teaching Credential 
Career: 
1971-1979 Teacher Oakland Public Schools.  Emphasis on teaching skills through art 
1979-1990     President of Security Air Cargo, Vice-President Innovative Transportation 
1986  Partner in Udinotti Gallery in San Francisco and Venice, California 
1990  Created and opened The Landes Gallery in Berkeley, California 
1994— Managing Director of the Collectors Gallery at the Oakland Museum of California 
1980—         Passionate Art Collector 
Publications: 1989 Home Magazine, 1989 San Francisco Magazine, 1990 San Francisco 
Chronicle, 1997 Oakland Tribune, 1998 Contra Costa Times, 2002 Celebrating Boxes 
Other: 1999 Juror at the Sausalito Art Festival, 2004 Juror Show for the Metal Arts Guild, 2002 
Panel member for Art Connection: “The Art of Collecting, How to Build a Collection” 
Editors note: The EBMUD show got off to a great start last Friday, with 30 artists submitting 
about 45 works to the competition. The full catalog of accepted work will be published next 
month, but the winners are as follows: First place Danute Nitecki, Second place Wenda Pyman, 
Third place Stan Cohen and Merit award Florence Rossi.  

Electra Long to Judge  November Chamber Show 
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Emeryville Art Exhibit on 
Bay Street through Oct. 29.  
• In 2007 CWA will host 5 
workshops: 

1.  Feb 19-23: Carla 
O’Connor, Composition 
Based on the Figure.  

2.  April 16-20: Pat 
Dews, Great Starts, Great 
Finishes.  Learn to think and 
paint in more abstract ways.  

3.  May 17-19: Jerry 
Stitt, “Gestural” Paint-
ing.  Learn to capture ges-
tures that give life to your 
painting. 

4.  July 20-22: Karen 
Frey, Watercolor Painting 1-A 

5.  Sept 17-21:  Ron 
Ranson, Big Brush Water-
color.  The 8 principles of de-
sign, and techniques for 
strong value sketches.  

CWA Members: $75 per 
day, Non-Members:$85. 

Contact Iretta Hunter at 
( 9 2 5 ) 8 3 7 - 4 3 2 5 ,  o r 
iretta.cwa@sbcglobal.net for 
details and to register. 
• Please be alert to artists 
who you think might benefit 
from OAA membership and 
let Membership chairman Pat 
Dahlberg (510) 522-2805 
know who they are. Pat will 
get a membership application 
off to them very quickly. 
• The editor would like to 
thank Ginger Papania, 
Gladys Eaton, John Mallon 

and Stan Cohen who have 
all submitted short articles for 
the OAA newsletter which 
have yet to be published. 
With our busy show schedule 
this fall, our 8 pages fill up too 
quickly. Please keep the arti-
cles on your experiences 
coming, they are always well 
received and appreciated by 
our readers. 
• Please contact the editor 
as follows with any correc-
tions and suggestions: 
 Rick Nelson 
 1584 Webb Lane 
 Walnut Creek, CA 
   94595 
 rixin@aol.com 
 (925) 256-6849 
• Thanks to all the mem-
bers who helped with this 
months newsletter, including: 
 Bobbe Anderson 
 Stan Cohen 
 Pat Dahlberg 
 Gladys Eaton 
 Marie Guelld  
 John Mallon 
 Tina Nelson 
 Ginger Papania 
 Weichian Mai Singer 
 Norma Yaglijian 
  
 

• OAA Member Mario 
Chiodo was inadvertently left 
out of the 2006 Roster. 
Please make a note of his 
particulars as follows:  

1919 Peralta Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 
(510) 376-6046 

• John Mallon has been 
accepted into The Marin So-
ciety of Artists National 
Show open now through Oc-
tober 22nd, located at 30 Sir 
Francis Drake Blvd. in Ross. 
John’s pencil drawing “Out on 
a Limb”  was one of about 
100 accepted works from 
nearly 1500 entries. 
• Member Stan Cohen has 
a gallery show now underway  
at The Sun Gallery (1015 "E" 
St., in Hayward). About 50 of 
Stans paintings will be shown 
through November 3, hours 
are 10am-4pm Thurs, Fri. & 
Sat. 
• Tina and Rick Nelson 
have a new website up, 
p lease have a look: 
www.webblanearts.com . 
• While on the subject of 
web sites, if you have an ac-
tive site, please send the edi-
tor an email with the informa-
tion for publication in an up-
coming issue!  
• Member Nancy Sears will 
have two abstract works 
showing at the 20th annual 

Notes and other news: 
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Only when he no longer knows what he is do-
ing, does the painter do good things. 
         Edgar Degas (1834-1917) 
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