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 I was born in 
Lithuania. The family 
fled the second Soviet 
occupation at the end of 
the Second World War 
and spent the next six 
years as Displaced Per-
sons in Austria and Ger-
many. In 1950 we immi-
grated to Chicago, 
where I attended the 
University of Chicago, 
receiving a Ph.D. in 
chemistry in 1961. I 
worked for 20 years at 
the UCSF Medical 
School, doing research 
in immunochemistry. In 
1982 I left UCSF to work 
in pharmaceutical re-
search for a biotechnol-
ogy firm. I have over 
hundred scientific publi-
cations and forty patents 
and have contributed 
chapters in several sci-
entific research books. 
 I started drawing 
and painting, for my own 
amusement, in 1987. 
Since then, my work has 
been shown in a num-
ber of juried art exhibi-
tions and, to my sur-
prise, has won some 

awards and ribbons. 
One of my botanical 
paintings of Hera-
cleum lantanum 
(22x26) was selected 
for the bi-annual Cali-
fornia Species 
exhibition in the 
Oakland Mu-
seum. 
 I contrib-
uted to a book 
on unusual 
backgrounds in 
Color Pencil Ex-
plorations (North 
Light, publisher; 
J. Gildow editor, 
December 
2002). My contri-
bution describes 
a somewhat novel use 
of colored pencil im-
ages, painted on wa-
tercolor background, 
on sheets of polyester 
vellum (drafting film). 
 I always en-
joyed painting botani-
cals, with colored pen-
cils (CP), but covering 
large background ar-
eas with CP is very 
painful, hence the 
combination of WC/

CP on drafting film. Cur-
rently I work mostly with 
watercolor (CP requires 
very acute vision, which I 
am losing). My forays into 
acrylics or oils were disas-

Dr. Danute E. Nitecki renowned artist & scientist 

“Daisies” Danute Nitecki 
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John Writer  to speak at OAA Annual Meeting 
 On April 19th of this 
our 50th year, the Oakland 
Art Association will hold it’s 
annual meeting and spring 
luncheon, at the Berkeley 
Yacht Club (BYC). All mem-
bers are strongly encouraged 
to attend, as this is the best 
chance during the year to see 
your friends and fellow mem-
bers all at the same time and 
place.  
 The speaker at this 
years luncheon will be  Mr. 
John Writer,  manager of the 

Dick Blick store on Broadway 
in Oakland. Mr. Writer will 
give us a glimpse into “The 
Business of Art Materials” 
with his presentation. We 
have all stood on the con-
sumer side of the counter, but 
here is a chance to see how 
the industry works to deliver 
the “goods” relative to both 
customer expectations and its 
own business objectives.  
 Directions to BYC, 
meeting agenda, menu and a 
reservation form are all in-

My first days as an Artist  — Gladys Eaton 

My career as an artist 
started when I was 11 
or 12 years old. My 
Sister, who was older, 
was taking a course in 
typing in High School 
in our small town. As 
part of her finals, 
she needed a perfect 
copy of the assignment 
with no erasures and a 
carbon paper copy. I 

got all the sheets 
that had mistakes. All 
that white paper star-
ing up at me led me to 
start copying images 
from our daily paper, 
the KANSAS CITY STAR. 
Soon, my Sister could 
barely keep up with 
me. Too bad that in a 
fit of housecleaning 
several years ago, I 

cluded on page 5 of this bul-
letin. Please send the form 
and your check for $25 to 
Treasurer Stan Cohen, and 
plan to attend this years 
luncheon!  
Editors note: If transportation 
to and from BYC is the issue 
for you, please call Rick Nel-
son (925) 256-6849 and to-
gether will try to find you a 
ride. 

Mark your Calendar: 
March 16, May 18, July 20, 

September 21, November 
30, & January 18, 2008. 
These are the upcoming 
dates for the Oakland 
Chamber shows. Dates 
are to pick up artwork from 
the prior show as well as 
enter work for the new 
show.  

March 30 pick up work at/
from the MTC show.  

P.M. in the Learning Cen-
ter at the Oakland Mu-
seum of California. All 
members are encouraged 
to attend. 

April 19 OAA annual meet-
ing and lunch. Please see 
the article above, and the 
detail and reservation 
form on page 5 of the bul-
letin. 

April 4 The next Leonard 
Breger critique will be at 
the Kensington Recreation 
Center, 59 Arlington Ave. 
in Kensington from 11 AM 
until 1 PM. The cost will 
be $5 for OAA members 
and $10 for non members. 
Call Stan at (510) 533-
3003 for details. 

April  6 Board meeting at 3 
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Mario Chiodo’s “Remember Them” - more than art 
Editors note: OAA member 
Mario Chiodo’s  and his down-
town centerpiece sculpture are 
getting a lot of great press both 
nationally and internationally.  
The following article is reprinted 
with permission from the Oak-
land Business Review, the official 
publication of the Oakland Met-
ropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce.. 

Remember Them’ project 
gaining momentum 
 In the one year since the 
formal unveiling at the Oakland 
Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce mayor’s breakfast last 
January, the “Remember Them: 
Champions for Humanity” pro-
ject is bringing the diverse com-
munity of Oakland together, of-
fering the city a project that re-
flects its humanitarian leader-
ship and proving to be a truly 
global endeavor.  
 The monument depicts 
25 humanitarians from around 
the world who exhibited remark-
able  courage and conviction in 
standing up for human and civil 
rights. The unique combination 
of individuals selected by sculp-
tor Mario Chiodo comes from a 
variety of backgrounds and eco-
nomic means, proving that any-
one can make a difference.  
 As the project moves for-
ward, the living humanitarians, 
their descendants and represen-
tatives from their foundations 
are being contacted and invited 
to visit Chiodo’s art studio. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. III, setting 
eyes on the center section of the 
sculpture, emotionally remarked 
that he believed this kind of art-
work would carry on the work of 
civil rights leaders such as his 

mother and father.  
 Dr. Maya Angelou, in a 
filmed interview about the pro-
ject, stated that, “People live in 
direct relation to their heroes 
and she-roes. It is imperative 
that the great work of Mario 
Chiodo be seen by as many 
people as possible.”  
 Mario Chiodo and his 
staff were able to present the 
project to two Nobel Peace Lau-
reates represented on the Re-
member Them monument - 
Shirin Ebadi of Teheran, Iran, 
and Rigoberta Menchu Turn of 
Guatemala. They were honored 
to be included in the artwork 
and to be recognized for their 
courage and sacrifice. Ebadi 
and Menchu Tum both hope to 
attend the dedication of the 
monument in spring 2008.  
 In conjunction with the 
YMCA of the East Bay, the Re-
member Them intern program is 
underway with high school and 
college students working side by 
side with Mario Chiodo and the 
staff at Chiodo Art Develop-
ment. In October 2006, middle 
school students from the St. 
Martin de Porres School in West 
Oakland were given a studio 
tour of the monument in process 
and they participated in an art 
and creative writing competition 
that was judged by Mario 
Chiodo and Guy Johnson, au-
thor and son of Dr. Angelou. 
Feedback from the teachers and 
students of St. Martin’s was 
overwhelmingly positive, creat-
ing anticipation about the pro-
ject.  
 To augment the experi-
ence of viewing the monument 
in downtown Oakland, the Re-

member Them project includes 
K- 12 curricula that will be avail-
able at no cost to teachers. De-
veloped by Dr. Clayborne Car-
son and the scholars at the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Research and 
Education Institute at Stanford 
University, Dr. Ruth Love, pro-
fessor of education at UC 
Berkeley and Dr. Kim Chernin, 
psychologist and author, the les-
sons will be aligned with state 
and national school curriculum 
standards and have suggested 
activities in English, Literature, 
U.S. and World History, and So-
cial Studies.  
 Dr. Carson believes, 
“These lesson plans and docu-
mentary resources transcend 
national borders and interdisci-
plinary boundaries, and they  
will broaden the perspectives of 
K-12 students .” 
 Congresswoman Bar-
bara Lee, Assemblyman Sandre 
Swanson, and Mayor-Elect Ron 
Dellums have each visited the 
Chiodo studio and expressed 
their enthusiastic support for the 
project. Chiodo has introduced 
the Remember Them curricula 
concepts to Dr. Kimberly 
Statham, state administrator of 
the Oakland Unified School Dis-
trict (0USD), and has received 
encouragement to work with 
teachers and curriculum writers 
from the 0USD. 
 Thanks to a generous 
lead gift from Kaiser Perma-
nente, the enlargement of the 
sculpture has begun. Chiodo 
also appreciates AT&T for the 
loan of Executive in Residence 
Joyce Taylor, who is working 
with the Oakland Metropolitan 

Continued on Page 7 
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Notes and other news   

• Don’t forget the 
Chamber show take 
in Friday March 16!! 
• Catherine Fas-
ciato has 23 of her 
paintings hung on the 
3rd floor of the Walnut 
creek City Hall. Her 
work will be on display 
through March 26th! 
• S. Newman will be 
showing at the San 
Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art Artists 
Gallery for 30 days be-
ginning March 14th. 
The Gallery is located 
at Fort Mason, call 
415-441-4777 for 
more information. Ms. 
Newman has kindly 
invited us all to the reception 
between 5:30 and 7:30 pm on 
March 14th. 
• OAA membership Chair-
man Pat Dahlberg reported 
at the March 2nd board meet-
ing that as of now OAA has 
42 Active members, 2 Honor-
ary and 3 Patron members. 
Membership and show ven-
ues continue to be the boards 
highest priorities. 
• While on the subject of 
membership, the 2007 OAA 
Handbook and Roster will 
be published shortly after the 
April 6th Board meeting, 
hopefully in time for the An-
nual meeting.  Parliamentar-
ian Nelda Booras and Presi-
dent Bobbe Anderson are 
working to update the bylaws 

and Rules and Procedures 
for approval on April 6th. If 
you would like to suggest 
changes please contact 
Nelda or Bobbe, or better yet 
attend the next board meet-
ing.  
• On a down note, Satellite 
show Chairman Gladys 
Eaton reported that the Lake 
Park Retirement Center is 
planning a renovation of the 
space currently used by OAA, 
and it will no longer be avail-
able as a Satellite venue. 
• On the upside, Exhibit Co-
ordinator Joanie Murphy up-
dated the board on the pro-
posed Jack London Square 
show. The Marketing group 
responsible for the space has 
selected work to be displayed 

during the first 6 
month show. The 
opening date has not 
been announced 
pending the installa-
tion of art display fix-
tures. 
• More good news 
reported by Stan 
Cohen, in that the 
Rockridge Library will 
be available during 
July for the OAA 
Small Format Show. 
Watch future newslet-
ters for details. 
• Please contact the 
editor as follows with 
any corrections and 
suggestions: 

 Rick Nelson 
 1584 Webb Lane 
 Walnut Creek 
 94595 
 rixin@aol.com 
 (925) 256-6849 
• Thanks to all the mem-
bers who helped with this 
months newsletter, including: 
 Bobbe Anderson 
 Stan Cohen 
 James Coy 
 Gladys Eaton 
 Danute Nitecki 
 Pat Dahlberg 
 John Mallon 
 Tina Nelson  

“Mandala” by featured artist Danute Nitecki 
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Mario — continued 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, the fiscal 
sponsor for the Remember Them project, on the 
capital campaign, and is also a member of the 
Educational Committee.  
 The Remember Them: Champions for 
Humanity monument will be installed in the Fox 
Square Park, a new development in downtown 
Oakland between San Pablo and Telegraph ave-
nues in the spring of 2008.  
 For more information, or to make a con-
tribution, visit www.remember-them.org.  
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g{x tÜà|áà |á t ÜxvxÑàtvÄx yÉÜ xÅÉà|ÉÇá à{tà vÉÅx yÜÉÅ tÄÄ ÉäxÜ à{x 
ÑÄtvxN yÜÉÅ à{x á~ç? yÜÉÅ à{x xtÜà{? yÜÉÅ t ávÜtÑ Éy ÑtÑxÜ? yÜÉÅ t 
Ñtáá|Çz á{tÑx? yÜÉÅ t áÑ|wxÜËá ãxuA  —-  Pablo Ruiz Picasso     


