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 INSPIRATION! 
My recollection of be-
ing inspired to draw 
and paint early on, 
was because of a very 
talented neighbor and 
friend, who was sev-
enteen, and five years 
older than myself. She 
did excellent pastel 
drawings of people. 
She encouraged me 
in my efforts to do the 
same. Directly after 
that period, there 
were, of course, the 
art classes in high 
school which I loved 
attending.  
 Fast forward to 
age eighteen, and I 
am employed in the 
offices of Air Canada 
in Chicago’s loop, 
conveniently located 
on Monroe St. near 
Michigan BIvd, near  
the Art Institute of Chi-
cago. I toured the mu-
seum many times, 
alone or with friends, 
and the Impression-

ists and Picasso’s 
works were great 
inspirations. During 
this period, I at-
tended a series of 
art classes at North-
western University’s 
downtown campus. 
 Before and 
after we were mar-
ried, ages 23, my 
husband, Roger and 
I sometimes took 
our oil painting ma-
terial outdoors to 
some of the 
heavily wooded 
areas around 
Chicago. We 
particularly 
liked painting 
outdoors on 
beautiful fall 
days.  
 Our 
move to Califor-
nia took place 
in 1956; we 
moved to San 
Diego for a po-
sition my hus-
band took as a 

chemist. We found a 
house on the beach, 
can you imagine the joy 
of that, after leaving 
Chicago in a snow-
storm? Because of rais-
ing two small boys, my 
paintbrushes were fairly 
still during that time. 
The move to the Bay 
Area took place in 1961 
for another position for 
Roger, in chemical 
sales, and I became 
more active in the paint-
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John Writer  to speak at OAA Annual Meeting 
 On April 19th of this 
our 50th year, the Oakland 
Art Association will hold it’s 
annual meeting and spring 
luncheon, at the Berkeley 
Yacht Club (BYC). All mem-
bers are strongly encouraged 
to attend, as this is the best 
chance during the year to see 
your friends and fellow mem-
bers all at the same time and 
place.  
 The speaker at this 
years luncheon will be  Mr. 
John Writer,  manager of the 

Dick Blick store on Broadway 
in Oakland. Mr. Writer will 
give us a glimpse into “The 
Business of Art Materials” 
with his presentation. We 
have all stood on the con-
sumer side of the counter, but 
here is a chance to see how 
the industry works to deliver 
the “goods” relative to both 
customer expectations and its 
own business objectives.  
 Directions to BYC, 
meeting agenda, menu and a 
reservation form are all in-
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ing world.  
 I have had many in-
structors over the years, in 
oils, acrylics, and watercolors, 
preferring to work in acrylics. 
My main subjects are sea-
scapes, landscapes, portraits 
and freestyle floral paintings. I 
have done portraits of my 
children, friends’ children, and 
also of my nieces and neph-
ews, in charcoal and acrylics.  
 During the 1960’s, 
while employed with Kaiser 
International in the Kaiser 
Building by the lake in Oak-

land, I was active in helping 
conduct employee art shows, 
which were displayed on the 
mezzanine. Judging was 
done often by people con-
nected with the Oakland Art 
Museum.  
 Auguste Renoir had 
once commented. “I think for 
days about what my next 
painting will be, and take long 
walks, thinking and visualiz-
ing what I want to achieve.” I 
find the above habit a good 
one to practice.. It seems to 
help the brush strokes move 

cluded on page 5 of this bul-
letin. Please send the form 
and your check for $25 to 
Treasurer Stan Cohen, and 
plan to attend this years 
luncheon!  
Editors note: If transportation 
to and from BYC is the issue 
for you, please call Rick Nel-
son (925) 256-6849 and to-
gether will try to find you a 
ride. 

Mark your Calendar: 
May 18, July 20, September 

21, November 30, & Janu-
ary 18, 2008. 
These are the upcoming 
dates for the Oakland 
Chamber shows. Dates 
are to pick up artwork from 
the prior show as well as 

May 4 Board meeting at 3 
P.M. in the Learning Cen-
ter at the Oakland Mu-
seum of California. All 
members are encouraged 
to attend. 

enter work for the new 
show.  

April 19 OAA annual meet-
ing and lunch. Please see 
the article above, and the 
detail and reservation 
form on page 5 of this bul-
letin. 

in the right directions, as you 
paint what you have visual-
ized.  
 Currently, Wednes-
day’s are enjoyably spent 
painting with the group at the 
Kensington Recreation Cen-
ter, some of whom are OAA 
members.  
 I’ve been a member of 
OAA for 23 years. The varied 
works of all of the talented 
members of OAA are a con-
tinuing source of inspiration. 
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Dealing with a Wheeler-Dealer  - Stan Cohen 

About the Business of Art 
Some years ago I was con-
tacted by a Gallery owner 
who had seen some of my 
work hanging in a corporate 
office. Flattered that I had 
been noticed, I entered into a 
loose business arrangement 
that proved profitable for both 
of us over a period of several 
years…until we had a falling 
out over an unwritten “clause” 
in our contract having to do 
with the length of time during 
which the gallery would have 
exclusive representation after 
completion of a sale. 

What happened was this: a 
potential buyer saw a group 
of my work in a building 
where the gallery had sold it 
more than a year before. The 
buyer got my name and ad-
dress from the building 
owner, contacted me directly 
and bought a piece from me. 
The gallery found out about 
the transaction and de-
manded a percentage. 
I met with gallery owner to try 
to work out a “time clause”. I 
felt that six months or a year 
would be ample time, but the 
gallery wanted unlimited time 
during which they would con-

tinue to receive a percentage 
of any sales resulting, in any 
way, from the original sale. 
Since we could not come to 
an agreement, I sent them a 
token payment and termi-
nated our business arrange-
ment. I was sorry to lose a 
lucrative outlet for my work, 
but I wasn’t willing to agree 
to, what seemed to me, an 
unreasonable requirement. I 
learned too late that contracts 
must contain, in writing, all 
aspects of a business rela-
tionship. Today, I would re-
search typical gallery con-
tracts before signing up. 

Upcoming Shows 

The last six months 
have been very hectic, with 
one, two and sometimes 
three OAA shows up at the 
same time. The demand to 
show your artwork may even 
seem like it has been a little 
too much, but now (just as 

last year) we are heading into 
a quieter time. The next cou-
ple of months should be a 
great time for you to focus on 
producing new work before 
we get into the fall show sea-
son. 
 We do however, have 
some exciting shows to fill in 
the near term. Our “anchor” 
show is at the Oakland 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
the next show will go up on 
May 18. (The specific rules 
for that show will be pub-
lished in the next newsletter, 
which unfortunately will not 
arrive until just a couple of 
days before the take in. The 
venue will be identical to past 
shows, but if you need more 
information please contact 

John Mallon @ 510-835-
3551.) Additionally, the news 
on the new storefront window 
show in Jack London Square 
continues to be very positive, 
and the premier show is ex-
pected to go up in May or 
June. For up to date informa-
tion on this show, contact 
Joanie Murphy @ 707-554-
0656. Also, as announced in 
the last newsletter, OAA has 
been invited back to show 
small format work at the 
Rockridge Library during July. 
Details of this show will be 
forthcoming. Finally of 
course, are the satellite 
shows (see page 7 for the 
schedule) please contact any 
of the individual Show Chair-
men about getting on the list. 
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Notes and other news   

• S. Newman will be show-
ing at the San Francisco Mu-
seum of Modern Art Artists 
Gallery until mid April. The 
Gallery is located at Fort Ma-
son, call 415-441-4777 for 
more information.  
• Two new members appli-
cations were accepted at the 
April 6th board meeting. 
Speaking for all other mem-
bers, we are delighted to wel-
come  Betty Irvine and Caro-
lyn Price to OAA! Jump right 
in and start showing!! 
• All members including 
Betty and Carolyn are in-
cluded in the handbook and 
membership roster, which 
will be printed next week. You 

should have a copy in your 
hands within the next two 
weeks. 
• Please let the editor know 
where your art is showing 
so that information can in-
clude in future newsletters.  
• Please contact the editor 
as follows with any correc-
tions and suggestions: 
 Rick Nelson 
 1584 Webb Lane 
 Walnut Creek 
 94595 
 rixin@aol.com 
 (925) 256-6849 
• Thanks to all the mem-
bers who helped with this 

months newsletter, including: 
 Bobbe Anderson 
 Stan Cohen 
 Gladys Eaton 
 Pat Dahlberg 
 John Mallon 
 Tina Nelson  
 Shirley Schmalfuss  
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